of Criti- option unbiassed by any prejudice, or any proud cisffl jealousy of a woman intruding herself into the chair of criticism ; for Sir Joshua Reynolds has told me, that when the Essay first came out, and it was not known who had written it, Johnson wondered how Sir Joshua could like it. At this time Sir Joshua himself had received no information concerning the authour, except being assured by one of our most eminent literati, that it was clear its authour did not know the Greek tragedies in the original. One day at Sir Joshua's table, when it was related that Mrs. Montague, in an excess of compliment to the authour of a modern tragedy, had exclaimed, " I tremble for Shakspeare; " Johnson said, " When Shakspeare
has got------for his rival, and Mrs. Montague for
his defender, he is in a poor state indeed."
Johnson proceeded: " The Scotchman has taken the right method in his ' Elements of Criticism.' I do not mean that he has taught us any thing ; but he has told us old things in a new way." MURPHY. " He seems to have read a great deal of French criticism, and wants to make it his own ; as if he had been for years anatomising the heart of man, and peeping into every cranny of it. ' GOLDSMITH. "It is easier to write that book, than to read it." JOHNSON. " We have an example of true criticism in Burke's ' Essay on the Sublime and Beautiful j'
Essay was of service to Shakspeare with a certain class of readers, and is, therefore, entitled to praise. Johnson, 1 am assured, allowed the merit which I have stated, say-'"gs (with reference to Voltaire,) " it Its conclusive ad
